It may be a slight uneasiness, it may be an intolerable anguish. It may be dull, heavy, constant like rheumatism, acute and lancinating, paroxysmal, darting, boring, throbbing. Any term of the frightful vocabulary of human suffering may be applicable to this torture. It may be cumulative, beginning moderately and increasing to intense severity, or it may at once attack the sufferer, armed in all its terrors. Yet toothache is, after all, only a symptom of some lesion either in the pulp, the tooth, the jaw, the nerve, the brain, or the system at large.
The sensibility of the teeth depends entirely upon the nervous filaments distributed through that nervo-vascular In inflammatory tooth-ache, the dentist has to consider which of these courses he will take, whether he will extract the tooth, destroy the nerve, or attack the inflammation with antiphlogistics. "The propriety or impropriety of extraction will be determined by the amount of pain, the progress made by the inflammation, the condition of the parts with which the tooth is immediately connected, the effect of the local disturbance upon the general system, the situation and importance of the tooth, and the extent of structural alteration which has taken place in the 45*
